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A SPEECH, 


Supposed to be delivered by the Proprietor 
of this Journal, at a Dinner given to him by 
Amateurs who patronise this work, 


Most potent, merry, and approved young 
amateurs! my very kind and funny patrons, 
that you have invited me to a feed is most 
true. True, I have accepted it—that I have 
taken away a goodly quantity of good things 
is most true, which may be thought by mine 
host a sad offence, but to you a gracious 
favour; rude am I in my speech and little 
blest with flattery, as you all well know; 
and since the pen I wield has for the last 
fourteen years been used to point out errors, 
and to praise where ere I could, it has been 
wielded I hope for the general good, and 
little of the stage can I speak of more than 
many others that have gone before me; 
therefore little shall I grace my cause by 
arrogating to myself praise. Yet, with your 
gracious leave, I will a round, unvarnished 
tale relate, what pens, what ink, and what 
mighty language I have made use of to win 
your good opinions—for such, it appears, 
I have done, or why invite me to this 
pleasant feed ? 

The amateurs, it would appear, regard 
my person, if not my writings, and fre- 
quently invite me to their feeds. Still 
questioning me from year to year of my rage 
for plays and anecdotes which I have ran 
through for fifty years to the very moment, 
I now address you, wherein, I speak of 
most disastrous squeaks the managers of 
theatres have undergone—the many authors 
who have had pieces damned—the great 





tragedians of by-gone days, of Kemble, Kean, 
Young, Elliston, and Siddons; and ama- 
teurs not a few—such has been my progress 
during life. These things would amateurs 
seriously incline; but still the prompter 
ever and anon cry out “Hamlet, you’ie 
wanted!” which ever as he could haste, dis- 
patch, he’d come again, and with a greedy 
ear devour up my adventures, which I ob- 
serving, took a pliant hour and found gocd 
means to get a dinner, promising then that 
I would all my anecdotes relate, whereof, by 
parcels, you have something heard, but not 
intentively. I did consent in consequence 
of the beef and mutton that you promised 
me. Mystory being done, you have drank 
my health, and call me a “ jolly good fel« 
low,” which I cannot deny; indeed, it 
would be unbecoming of me to doubt your 
words, You say you are pleased, and (of 
course) I am content; ahd when a critic 
wants a dinner—if I teach him how to tell 
my stoties, I warrant you will not be back- 
ward in coming forward to give him one 
upon this hint. I speak—for I respect you 
for the kindness shewn to me, and you 
respect me for what is not for me to say—as 
for witchcraft, I have used none, although I 
may say with King Richard, “ I’ve a 
tongue that will wheedle with the d—l.” 
But here comes mine host with a dish of 
good Jooks and lots of champaign, 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 
DRURY LANE. 


Tuts week winds up the performance of the 
equestrian troupe at this theatre, which has 
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been highly attractive. On Thursday, 
Young Hernandez; and on Friday, little 
Weal, the clever contortionist, also bespeak 
the support of their numerous admirers. 
Saturday morning will be set apart for the 
last and crowning performance of the 
equestrian artistes, who, in acknowledgment 
of the kind and honourable treatment they 
have experienced from Mr. E. T. Smith, 
the lessee, have determined to give their 
gratuitous services on this occasion for his 
benefit. As this will be positively the last 
performance of these much-admired stars of 
the eirque, it will be mode as attractive as 
possible, and cannot fail of drawing multi- 
tudes of the Christmas holiday folk, espe- 
cially amongst the juveniles, who we per- 
ceive will be admitted by Mr. Smith, on 
this occasion, to all parts of the house at 
half price. 


ADELPHI, 


Navticat drama at this house, called The 
Thirst of Gold surpasses every other at- 
traction taat has gone before it. The 
scenery is of the most pleasing character, if 
we except that of the Ice Bergers, which is 
awfully grand and quite impossible to be 
described in effect. The dresses are of the 
most magnificent description. Messrs. 
Webster, Keeley, Selby, Mesdames Celeste 
Maskell, and Mrs. Leigh Murray have ex- 
cellent parts allotted them. The house is 
crowded nightly. 


MARYLEBONE. 


Bertram and Rob Roy were performed here 
on the Tuesday of last week. The former 
is a dismal tragedy, but affords scope for 
good acting. Foremost in merit of the per- 
formers was Mrs. Wallack. This lady is 
capable of almost anything in the range of 
the drama; and with two or three excep- 
tions, is the best tragic actress on the boards. 
In Imogine she evinced great talent although 
the character is one of unceasing distress ; 
the tenderness, the passion, and the pathos 
which Mrs, Wallack imparted to every scene, 
enlisted the sympathy of the audience in 
her behalf. The last dying effort of ex- 
piring nature, was given with great force 
and intensity, and was the climax to a per- 
formance we have rarely seen equalled, and 
not for some years snrpassed. Mr. Wal- 
lack played the repulsive part of Bertram, 
which the lightning genius of Kean once 
rendered popular, Mr. Wallack has more 





of the thunder, than the lightning of-pas- 
sion. ._He is not incapable of a greater 
amount of concentration and energy, than 
he displayed in Bertram ; for, in one scene, 
he was powerful, and elicited great ap- 
plause; but we think he needs a tragedian 
of somewhat superior calibre to H. Van- 
denhoff in the company, to relieve him from 
the great burden of acting every night. Mr. 
and Mrs. Wallack subsequently enacted 
Rob Roy and Helen Macgregor. Mr. G. 
Cooke played Bailie Nicol Jarvie well,.and 
Miss Gordon sang nicely as Diana Vernon. 
GRECIAN SALOON. 
Butwer’s Lady of Lyons and Richelieu 
have been the leading attractions, and pre- 
sented alternately. The Richelieu of Mr. 
Basil Potter has completely taken the play- 
goers at this end of the metropolis by sur- 
prise—so much so, that each succeeding 
representation has the effect of bringing an 
overflowing bumper to the theatre. Miss 
Jane Coveney played Julie de Mortemar 
with her wonted ability, and Miss Harriet 
Coveney infused into the not unimportant 
character of Francois, the page, all the life, 
energy, and astuteness it required. A 
ballet divertissement, called The Oriental 
Fete, has been produced, in which some very 
graceful dancing is executed by Madlle. 
Julie and M. Richarde, ably assisted by 
a number of Mrs. Conquest’s well-taught 
and talented little pupils. Everything is in 
an active state of preparation for the Christ- 
mas pantomime, which is to be brought out 
with unusual splendour. It emanates from 
the practised pen of T, Webb, Esq., and to 
give eclat in its production, Mr. Conquest 
has secured the services of Mr. Edwin 
Blanchard (son of the celebrated Tom 
Blanchard, the well-known pantaloon at 
Drury Lane for many years) as clown. 
That very finished dariseuse, Madlle. Julie, 
is engaged as columbine, 


BRITANNIA SALOON 


A new extravaganza entitled the Devil in 
Sixes has been produced here with success. 
The piece has, evidently, been written for 
the display of Mrs. Lane’s acknowledged 
dramatic skill, and we must readily admit 
that the talented lady in question shines 
therein to perfection. Mrs. Lane appears 
in no less than six characters, in each of 
which she is perfectly at home; her ‘‘ mak- 
ing up” is admirable, and the gorgeous 
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description of her dresses is the subject of 
much conversation “down east.” The 
little part assigned to Mr. J. Reynolds was 
played well and heartily responded to by 
the andience. The other characters were 
creditably rendered. 


SURREY MUSIC HALL. 
In our report of last week we stated from 
mis-imformation Bob Short for Frank 
Short. This gentleman opens his comic 
budget of songs and humourous dialogues 
at Evans's Hotel, Covent Garden, on the 
26th instant, in the room of Sam Cowell. 
Our reporter, speaking of Frank Short 
says :— 
Frank in name, as well as frank in nature, 
Frank-ness you may trace in every feature, 
Frank-ly he sings and well he earns his pelf, 
Frank is indeed comedy in himself. 

CASINO DE VENISE. 

Masque at this favourite terpsichorian 
temple on Thursday last was a most bril- 
liant affair—every portion of the immense 
building being filled with company of the 
first class, The costumes were varied and 
some of them very splendid, and not one 
single event occurred to mar the pleasure 
of the night; gaiety, with perfect good hu- 
mour, alone prevailed, and the company 
separated at the terminatiou of the bal 
pleased and satisfied with their evening’s 
recreation. Of the musical arrangements 
we need only say that Mr. W. M. Packer 
and his band was in the orchestrar, and de- 
lighted his audience, both listners and 
dancers, The vast amount of novelty this 
gentleman produces, together with the ex- 
cellence of all his compositions really as- 
tonishes us, as it does every one besides. 
A more excellent repetorie of dance music 
cannot be possessed by anyone in the musical 
profession, and we are exceedingly pleased 
to find that the talent and perseverance of 
this able conductor is appreciated by the 
public, and that his baud’is much sought 
_ after in. private circles. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


B. F.—Apply at the London Mechanics’ Institution, South- 
ampton Buildings, and ask for Mr. Smart. - 


N.T. L,—The language and characters you apply for may 
be found in the play called The Mountaineers. 


M.L.—We really have not room for any more letters re- 
specting Mr. Kobinson and Mr. Harris. 


Acutse.—His letter has reached us, and would have given 
it a place but for other important matter. 


Hewry F.—In our next. 


J. West.—We were not informed of the performance on 
the night in question, or should have attended. 


Brittany is thanked—he shall hear from us. 
B. W. W.is thanked—shall appear in our next. 


Terms for Advertisements. 











s. a. 
BUX LAME! 20.000 000 secee socece cre con ceescecee yes ene cce cee 1 6 
Nine ditto 20 
T Wel Ve ditt... ccccry sevaseeee cevccsces cooven cg conecs 2 6 
For every line extra sec'sedeoaee oe 03 




















WEDNESDAY, DEC, 14th, 1853. 





THE WATERLOO LIFE ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY;' 


Ir is seldom we deviate fiom our rule of 
interfering with any subject except of things 
Theatrical, but our columns are ever open 
to matters which may benefit our fellow- 
creatures, let the subject be what it may. 
We were invited to a meeting at the Liter- 
ary Institution, Borough Road, Southwark, 
** for the purpose of explaining the ’prin- 
ciples, and setting forth the advantages 
offered by the various forms of assurance 
effected by this company, more especially 
those placed at the command of the. work- 
ing classes through the means of small 
weekly payments.” 

The meeting was extremely well atten- 
ded, and there were a large number of 
ladies present. é 

The chair was taken by Mr. Apsley Pel- 
lett, M. P. ; and amongst those present we 
observed the Rev. Wm. Cadman, Rector of 
St. George’s, Southwark; the Rev. Dr. 
Hewlett, Dr. Thomson, Messrs. E. Baylis, 
T. G. Williams, T. Paul, E. Paul, G. Mit- 
chell, F. Sherwood, John Day, J. Tuelon, 
J. W. Oddy, W. H. Dean, and many other 
friends of the company. 

The chairman said he had great pleasure 
in taking the chair at that meeting, as he 
considered it his duty, both as a philanthro- 
pist and the representative of the borough, 
to be present and promote so excellent a 
movement. Modern times had introduced 
great improvements for the benefit of the 
working classes. Formerly the working 
classes had no other means of providing 
against the casualties to which they were 
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peculiarly subjected than by going to “ clubs” 
which were formed upon principles utterly 
condemned by all actuaries, they being, in 
fact, in too many instances, founded on no 
rule at all, and the promised advantages 
being too much for the weekly or monthly 
payments to meet. The result was, they 
frequently broke down, and the disappoint- 
ment caused thereby had greatly tended to 
check the progress of life assurance—founded 
on sound principles and acéurate calcula- 
tions—and provident habits, among the 
industrious classes. He knew, as an ex- 
perimental farmer, that he had to deplore 
the want of well-managed societies for the 
benefit of his labourers. One of his best 
men joined a club—he remained in it to the 
last—it broke down—all his savings were 
rendered futile, and he received only 5/, or 
6l., after paying to it many years. 

The great advantage of life assurance, 
through companies like the Waterloo, was 
to be found in the fact that all their tables 
were submitted to men of mathematical ta- 
lent, and founded either on the Northampton 
or some other set of tables, spreading over 
a great number of years and various ages, so 
that, though there might be great risk to 
the company in each particular case, yet 
when all the risks were put against each 
other, they found a considerable advantage 
to the company. He was a director of an 
office at the west end of the town, and he 
would give them an instance of the working 
of the system, though the office did not as- 
sure those small amounts which the Water- 
loo now proposed to undertake. It was his 
duty to look over the books and see that 
the money was accurately entered, and he 
found that a person had taken out a policy 
for £500, and at his death, besides the 
amount of the policy, they paid to his exe- 
cutors £570 of accumulated profits, so that 
more than £1,000 was paid upon £500 
assured. (Hear, hear.) That showed the 
system, though he believed the details of the 
working of the Waterloo, which would be 
fully explained by others, was somewhat 
different, making a provision for the assurer 
himself, should he require it. 

Mr. Williams, manager of the company, 
went into a lengthened explanation of the 
great benefits the middle classes of society 
would derive by insuring in this company. 
With regard to the distinctive policy of that 
company, he had to state that out of every 





£100 profit, they were to declare from time 
to time, 20 per cent. was appropriated to 
education, 10 per cent. to annuities to as- 
surers, 10 per cent. for homes and asylums, 
10 per cent. in guaranteeing clerks and 
others, impositions, and in granting loans to 
assurers after a certain period, at the mini- 
mum rate of one per cent. In addition, 
they presented to the public a list of 800 
shareholders, all of them men of substance 
and respectability, who guaranteed a sub- 
scribed capital of £380,000, so that there 
was a guarantee of upwards of 400,000 now 
offered to insurers, whether of the middle 
or working classes. 

In looking over: the prospectus of the 
Waterloo Insurance Company, we find so 
many advantages that we have been in- 
duced to insure in it ourselves, and earnestly 
recommend our frends to follow our example. 





AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 








SOHO. 

Tue gentlemen comprising the St, James’s 
Amateur Club gave another performance at 
this pretty theatre on Tnesday week, too 
late to be noticed in our columns. The bill 
of fare comprised Delicate Ground; or, 
Parii in 1793; Poole’s laughter-stirring 
comedy, Paul Pry; and Morton’s farce of 
The Eton Boy. The first piece was admi- 
rably played by Messrs. G. Terry, Wil- 
loughby and Mrs. Henderson, all of which 
excrted themselves to the entire satisfaction 
of a very numerous and enligbtened audi- 
ence, In the eomedy of Paul Pry Mr. 
Young, as Colonel Hardy, was not suffici- 
ently boisterous for the rough pettish old 
soldier ; nevertheless, he played the part 
respectably. Mr, Mowbray, as Paul Pry, 
was extremely droll and kept the audience 
ina merry cue. Mr. Shirley dressed the 
character of the old bachelor to the life, and 
played carefully, but we thought he made 
it rather too old and feeble. Messrs. Blakely 
and Munro were very efficient representa- 
tives of Simon and Winterton. The female 
characters were all played in a manner 
which deserve particular mention, Mrs. 
Newbury and Miss Love deserve our un- 
qualified praise and admiration. The late- 
ness of the hour preveuted us witnessing the 
last piece, 
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THE HISTORY OF THE STAGE. 
BY MONTE CHRISTOE. 





The Spanish Drama. 


Ws intend, previous to touching upon the 
subject of the British drama, to bestow 3 
passing glance on the dramatic literature of 
other countries, and as that of Spain is pro- 
verbial for its richness and the beauty of its 
language, we cannot do better than pause 
for a moment to examine its history. 

The Spanish dramatists have been most 
prolific, and their labours have supplied 
nearly the whole of Europe with plots and 
skeletons of plays—and it may be said with 
much truth that the European drama teems 
with Spanish influence; examine the Eng- 
lish and the French dramatists and you will 
easily discover that they have all taken 
many of their plots, either directly or indi- 
rectly from the Spanish stage. 

The drama’s origin in this country is like 
that of most of the European stage, sprung 
from miracle plays. The drama dates its 
rise in the sixteenth century, and the earli- 
est representations consisted merely of dia- 
logues between two shepherds and a shep- 
herdess, a negro, and, occasionally, some 
clowns and Biscaynians were introduced. 
There was no scenery, no fights and no trap- 
doors. The stage consisted of four blocks 
of wood, on which were placed four or five 
boards to raise the performers from among 
the spectators. At the back of the stage an 
old curtain was suspended, which divided 
the dressing-rooms from the audience, and 
perhaps it may be as well to give a descrip- 
tion of an actor’s immense wardrobe in these 
early times. The only requisites were four 
white cloaks, edged with gilt leather ; four 
beards and wigs, and four crooks. The 
stage in Spain was essentially an amuse- 
ment for the people; and no critic like the 
people ; and no people like the Spanish: 
and I shall here cite an instance to show to 
what length they carried their fancy, and 
what striking proofs they gave of their dis- 
approbation, on the authority of Lope de 
Vega, who says in a prologue to one of his 
plays, “ the audience being offended, a few 
left their seats and beat the poet and man- 
ager,” 

We will now bestow a passing glance on 
the dramatic authors of the country. First, 
ranks Lope de Vega, whose muse was most 
prolific. Montalvan says that he wrote 1800 





plays and 400 sacramentals (a dramatic 
composition in the style of our old mysteries) 
Webster’s Duchess of Malfy is taken from 
the Major Domo de la Duguesa, of this 
writer—he died on Friday, 22nd August, 
1636. Calderon, the celebrated author, 
whose drama of De una Causa dos Eflectos 
the play of the Elder Brcther is taken. 
Cervantes, the writer of that celebrated work 
Don Quixote—this celebrated author died 
only twelve days before our own immortal 
Shakspeare. 


MRS. CHARLES KEAN, 
“ A thing of beauty it a joy for ever.” 


So sang Keats, and we have selected the 
line as being singularly appropriate for a 
heading to a few remarks on the genius and 
acting of Mrs. Charles Kean. The per- 
vading attribute of her performances is 
beauty, and we as essentially connect the 
beautiful with the name of Mrs. Kean, as 
we do the terrible with Miss Glyn, or the 
classical with Miss Vandenhoff. The most 
charming of Shakspeare’s heroines have in 
her the most delightful representative, since 
the days of Mrs, Jordan. Rosalind, Viola, 
Desdemona, Ophelia, &c., are performed in 
a manner that when we lose her we probably 
shall not see again. Miss Laura Addison 
gave promise ofa bright future, but her star 
has decayed prematurely and none has 
arisen to supply its place. But we are di- 
gressing. One of Mrs. Kean’s most charm- 
ing assumptions is the fair Ionian, Myrrha 
—nothing could surpass this performance. 
It was one of those perfect representations 
that—like angel’s visits, “‘few, and far 
between,” occasionally compels the critic to 
drop criticism in unqualified applause. 
Dorothy Budd was another character 
well suited to her power—the unsophisti- 
cated country girl was pourtrayed to the 
life, and though Miss Murray’s performance 
of the same character was of rare merit, it 
did not equal the original. But in a totally 
different line Mrs. Kean is almost as effective. 
Lady Macbeth, Gertrude, Emilia, &c., are 
powerfully portrayed by this fine actress— 
Eminently classical was Ion when, as Ellen 
Tree, she essayed the part. Mrs, Wallack 
who is announced for it, will not, we expect, 
equal her rival. We hope for the best, 
however. Miss Cushman was, decidedly, 
inferior—the character was entirely out of 
her line. Equally effective was Miss Tree’s 
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Romeo, probably, one of the best represen- 
tations of the young Italian that this century 
has seen. 

In America Mrs, Kean is a great favour- 
ite—it was there she first performed her 
great character of Lady Amyott, the first of 
that line in which she has since proved so 
successful, the T'rial of Love, Anne Blake, 
&c., having succeeded and raised her repu- 
tation to the highest pitch, Constance, in 
King John, is one of her great parts, and 
aided by Messrs. Kean, Ryder, and Wigan, 
as John, Hubert, and Falconbridge, with 
Miss Kate Terry’s wonderful performance 
of Arthur, this splendid tragedy achieved 
the success it deserved. But we must close 
this short tribute to the great actress, 
merely adding that to whatever age we may 
attain not the least pleasant of our remini- 
scences will be the performance of Mrs. 
Charles Kean. X. N. 





THE LETTERS OF ROUSSEAU 
IDLE. 
Lerrer IV. 
Fanny Higgs. 


Tue annexed letter from Fanny to myself, 
(for she stands in a sort of daughterly rela- 
tion tome), will give an idea of her frank 
and singular nature. Here it is :— 

O my dear Mr. Idle,—The life of a pro- 
vincial actress is anything but pleasant. My 
golden dreams have indeed proved illusive. 
And the set I am surrounded with! Poor, 
half starved wretches; all of them fit to 
enact Shukspere’s apothecary. I'll give you 
a description of the crew, and imprimis of 
Mr. Doxton. 

Doxton is stage-manager and leading 
man, (when our governor, as we call the 
director of the Theatre Royal, doesn’t take a 
fancy to strut and fret his hour with us). 

Mr. Doxton is five and thirty at least; a 
scarecrow of aman almost six feet high, 
thin, grim, and cadaverous. He is a mar- 
ried man, but seperated from his wife—also 
in our profession—who chose one day to 
elope with Grimshaw the comedian, the 
fattest, funniest little wretch I have ever 
seen. 

Doxton deserved his fate. He is an in- 
cessant smoker, drinks more gin and water 
than is good for him, and is greatly in debt. 
The style of his acting is peculiar. He 
roars a great deal to produce “ effects” ; but 


ludicrous and dismal ashe is in the great 
parts of tragedy, he will pertinaciously insist 
he is the only Hamlet living. Fancy a very 
inferior N. T. Hicks for a great tragedian ! 
I played the other night with him—played 
the character of Mrs. Beverley, (which I 
hate) to his Gamester. O Lord! The 
purgatory I suffered !—But to continue. 
Bad as our leading man is, he is not the 
worst of the set. There is a little donkey 
of the name of Snorter in the corps. 

Iam not tall, but I feel a giantess by his 
side. Heis not above four feet ten, squeaks 
like atin trumpet, struts absurdly about 
the stage, and rolls about his eyes like a 
dying duck. Snorter makes love to me— 
the wretch ! the abortion! Wants me to be 
Mrs. Snorter! O good gracious! I‘d far 
sooner have you Mr. Idle—even you I 
declare, old bachelor as you are. 

Snorter is the worst actor I have ever 
seen—I mean professional—and I have seen 
strange animals! yet this creature, who is a 
parasite and sycophant to the manager—is 
second tragedian. ‘‘ Out on it!” 

Lastly, of Dick Dancer—Poor Dick Dan- 
cer! The only member of the troop—save 
your humble servant, worthapenny. He 
is almost a genius; now and then I confess 
bombastic, like Bennett ; but he is original, 
and has no second-hand Macreadyisms. He 
is very good in a few parts, fine in one or 
two; and bad in several. 

He has imagination, passion, some comic 
humour, and strong feeling, but he is forty 
yeais ofage; he has been twenty years at 
buffets with the world; and is acting mere 
utility at a provincial theatre. 

Dancer might have been very nearly or 
quite a genius under happier auspices; but 
adversity is a wet blanket you know, and— 
and—O dear me! I’m yetting sentimental ; 
—so adieu !— F, H. 


IS WIGAN OUR BEST COMEDIAN? 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Dear Srr,—lI have argued this question 
wth many persons and we have come to the 
following conclusion :— 

Wigan was very good at the Adelphi, but 
now he has a house of his own (the Olympic) 
his acting is, certainly, uot so good: To 
the Adelphi he was a valuable acquisition— 
to his own house not so. I do not think he 








is competent for a leader (I have seen it 
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mentioned in your journal that he was the 
best comedian.) I certainly think Harley 
rises far above him, and even Buckstone’s 
acting is far superior, No! Mr. Wigan 
must give up his house or he cannot, cer- 
tainly, hold such celebrity in the public 
opinion. Let him give up nis house and he 
will then have an opportunity of displaying 
his talents. I would sooner see him second 
at a house like the Haymarket, or the 
Princess’s (the latter a stage devoted entirely 
to pure comedy), there Mr. Wigan would 
make a fine debut. 

I wish, in no way, to discourage anybody 
who attempts to please the public and do 
his best. I am, Sir, yours, respectfully, 

Joun WESTERN. 





PROVINCIALS. 











SHerrreLp.—TueEatre Rorat.—The following 
are the principal pieces represented at this estab- 
lishment duricg the past week, Old Adam; or, 
A Father's Dream, and Othello, in which Mr. 
Mude assumed the jealous Moor. Mr. Coleman’s 
Iago is a piece of deep consistent villany, well 
sustained throughout. Miss Whynne’s Emilia 
merits much comendation, in those terrible bursts 
of indignation in the last scene she was particu- 
larly powerful. Gale Breezely and Kate Wynsley 
were played on Wednesday night. On Friday 
a new version of the popular story of Woman and 
her Master, adapted for stage representation by 
Mr. Coleman, was produced. It abounds in 
situations of great dramatic interest, and gives 
great scope for the display of the individual ex- 
cellency of most of the principal members of the 
company, We have pleasure in being able to 
state that the opinion we have already expressed 
is now generally confirmed, that the present is 
decidedly the best stock company which has 
appeared upon the Sheffield boards for a number 
of years. 


Wootwicu.—Turatre Royau,—On Saturday 
last Virginius was represented. Mr. Henry 
Betty, in the character of the Roman father, was 
eminently successful ; in the quietude of tender- 
ness, the violence of rage, and the maddened 
fury of despair, his talent was equally prominent. 
A crowded house greeted him throughout the 
performance with the utmost indications of un- 
qualified popularity. Mr, H, Frazer, who is un- 
aaeetion sty an acquisition of great value.to the 
establishment, performed the part of Icilius with 
remarkable energy and effect. Dentatus was 
admirably sustained by Mr. E. G. Burton. 
Miss Kate Rivers appeared as Virginia, and a 
more pleasing effort it has seldom been our for- 
tune to witness; it was simple, correct and im- 
pressive. At'the close of the tragedy Mr. Betty 
bowed hi thanks. 


Norrincuam.—At the Theatre Royal Mr. 
Saville continues to enjoy great popularity, and 


L JOURNAL. 895 


the house is nightly both numerously and re- 
spectably attended. 


Exrrmr.—On Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, Alice Gray, High Life Below Stairs, and 
Time Tries All, were well received by fashionable 
audiences, 

Sramrorp.—The members of the Musical 
Union gave their second concert of the season 
on Tuesday last. 


Brruincuam.—The Messiah was performed at 
the Town-hall on Tuesday pinoy Ss or a benefit. 
The principal vocalists were Miss Phillips 
(daughter of Mr. Henry Phillips), Miss Wright, 
and Mr, Lawler. 


Oxrorp.—Mr, Vandenhoff was engaged to de- 
liver the elocutionary parts in Antigone, which 
was musically performed on ‘Tuesday evening 
last, at the Star Assembly-rooms, 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 

Sr. arose Hari.—Moirato’s peeenene 
concerts are held every evening, except Saturday 
in this magnificent hall. ; 

Potyrcunic.—Mr, J. E, Carpenter’s historical, 
musical, and pictorial entertainment is an amus- 
ing feature at this institution. 

Sratistics oF Marrtaces,—On Wednesday 
last the fourtcenth anpual report of the Regtstar- 
General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages was 
printed, It appears that in 18651 the total mar- 
riages numbered 154,206: the ages of both par- 
ties were specified in 56,347 instances. In the 
number, 7,792 widows and 5,206 widowers were 


married, 2,421 bachelors married widows, and 
2,785 widowers married widows. 

















THE FORTHCOMING PANTOMIMES. 


Tue Drury Lane pantomime, written and con- 
costen BY Mr. E. L. Blanchard, is to be on the 
good old foshioned See. abounding in real fun 
and drollery. Mr. Nelson Lee has invented the 
comic scenes. It will have the advantage of Tom 
Matthews, as Clown; Halford, as Pantaloon ; 
Milano, as Harlequin; and Miss Annie Cushnie 
as Columbine, 

Waymanket.—The opening of the pantomime, 
written by Mr. Buckstone, is boemiled 6a a comi- 
cal fairy tale, which has by some accident been 
overlooked by the purveyors of Christmas en- 
tertainments, 

Tue Prineess’s pantomime is by Mr. George 
Ellis. ‘The comic group will be represented by 
Mr. Huline, as Clown; Mr. Paulo, Pantaloon ; 
Mr, Cormack, as Harlequin; and Miss Des- 
borough, as Columbine. 


The Olympic ——— are to have a pan- 
tomime entirely by . Tom Taylor. The 
Rochez Family will appear as Clown, Pantaloon, 
and Sprite; Moreland is to be the Harlequin ; 
and Miss Wyndham, Columbine. 


A cranp fairy burlesque, in the authorship of 
which Mr, Mark Leman participates, will be the 
Christmas fun at the Adelphi. 


The Christmas novelty at Sadler’s Wells will 





be a pantomime by Mr, Greenwood, supported 
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Deulin, as Clown; Naylor, as Pantaloon; 
Fenton, as Harlequin; and Miss Caroline 
Parkes, as Columbine. 

Srranp.—A new stage is being constructed 
and other extensive repairs made in this theatre, 
which necessitate its closure until Monday, tiie 
26th December. The pantomime will have the 
attraction of Flexmore, as Clown, and Bologna 
as Harlequin. 

Alfred Crowquill is responsible for the panto- 
mime at the Surrey Theatre, which will be sup- 
owe by Doughty, as Clown; Bradbury, as 

antaloon ; Alexander, as Harlequin; and the 
Misses Gunnis as Columbine and lequina, 


AstLzEy’s pantomime has been entirely written 
and invented by Mr, Nelson Lee, who also sup- 
ag the pantomime for the Marylebone, and 

or his own establishment, the City of London 
Theatre. Mr. Lee, who seems to have a talent 
for producing these Christmas entertainments by 
the score, is also engaged to supply the entire 
of Queen’s, (Glasgow), Royal-Dublin, Norwich, 
Derby, Rochester, and Cork pantomimes ; and 
the comic scenes for those at Edinburgh, 
Liverpool, Sheffield, Leeds, and Nottingham. 

;_—_—____________ 


AMERICAN THEATRICALS. 


Burron’s.—This house is crowded nightly 
The pieces have been To Parents and Guaadians 
Shylock, and Panl Pry. 

Mr. Wattack has produced a new play, by 
Mr.Don Bourcicault, called Love and Money, 
which has been very successful. Mr. Risley is 
building a theatre in Washington. 


by 


J. 





MR. G. K. DICKINSON IN AMERICA. 


“Mr. G. K. Dickinson, the distinguished 
young English tragedian,”’ as the Canadian papers 
announce him, has been playing a very brilliant 
series of starring ——— in Upper Canada, 
drawing crowded and fashionable houses, and 
receiving ovations every night of the most trium- 
phant kind. The Toronto Daily Patriot says, 
“‘a finer reader of Shakspeare was probably 
never before in this province ;” and “The British. 
Canadian, *‘ Mr Dickinson has great wer in 
displaying the human passions.” He been 
able to do what no other star has ever done in 
Toronto—attract the clergy in great numbers to 
witness his fine Shaksperian impersonations. 
All classes are delighted, and his re-appearance 
is eagerly anticipated. Mr. Dickinson next 
visits Buffalo, Rochester, Utica, and other cities 
in the state of New York, and then proceeds into 
the Western and Southern States, and returns to 
Canada in the Spring, It is understood that he 
visits California next year, which will prevent 
his return to England during 1854, a circumstance 
which will be a source of regret to his many 
admirers here. His Hamlet, Claude, Othello, 
Stranger, Sir Edward Mortimer, Romeo, Young 
Norval, and Edgar Ravenwood, sppess to have 
made a profound impression on the Canadians. 
We have been reese. the rar ra has had 

er receipts during hi ent at an 
eos. of the whole cos daltated tance the wstinsf 
ing of the Toronto Theatre. No doubt he will 
play a splendid engagement on his return—the 
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manager having very wisely secured him for 
several weeks in the spring—when we are pro- 
mised his appearance in many new charcters.” 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 








O AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—THE MULTUM 
IN PARVO, 29, Rarnuone Pace, Oxrorp Streer. 
The above elegant private theatre, having been entirely 
re-modeled, is now replete with every convenience necessary 
for the practice of the Dramatic Art, including scenery, 
properties, dresses, &c., and may be hired by the night or 
otherwise, at extremely moderate terms, on application to 
Mr. Jounaux, proprietor, 29, Rathbone Place, Oxford-st. 
N B.—Lessons on Elocution and Stage Art on equally 
moderate terins, 





ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. This 
magnificently re-decorated Suite of Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the /argest and best 
Bali Room in London. Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Coffee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up in a superb style. 153 
immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at all 
oints—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
ustre Chandsliers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
d’eil of unparelleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement Mr. W.M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selections from “ LaSonnambula,” “ Lucia de 
Lammermoor,” * Les Huguenots,” * Puritani,” &c. The 
“‘Osborne” and “Nice Young Maidens’” Qudriiles, by 
Stephen Glover. The “ Violante” and “ Princess Mary’s ” 
Waltzes. The “ British Queen,” “Cadogan,” and “ Gold 
Nugget” Polkes. The “Constance” and “ Koh-i-noor” 
Galops, & Doors open at Eight o'clock and close at 


Ce 
Twelve. Admission 1s. 





HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL, 
LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Waies, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honour d with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission Is.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 





ABINET THEATRE, LIVERPOOL STREET, 
Kine’s Cornss. A performance of THE LADY oF 
LYONS, THE CAPTAIN IS NOT A MISS, and other 
Entertainments will take place on THURSDAY the, 22nd 
December. A few Parts Open. Apply to Mr. Carter, at 
the Theatre, between 8 and 10 o’clock every evening. 





R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 

of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 

Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profession. Ap- 

a to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton-square. 
eferences to Pupils. Terms Moderate. 





ERS.—TO BE SOLD, a Bargain, a Capital 
WOOD PRINTING PRESS, with Iron 
Platin, 18 in. by 25 in. and new Iron Frames to Tympans. 
Apply to H. M. Pollett, Printer, 22, Milk-street, Cheapside. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months .........s0-s00s0002 One Shilling. 
Six Months ...ccececeeeseeseeeeeeee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve Months... 0+ seeeeeeeee FourShillings, 
Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock by 
G. J. Baynes, 113, Fleet Street, for the Proprietor, W. Bes- 
tow, 19, Upper Cummings St., Pentonville, where all 
communications are to be sent; and Sold by Vickers, 
Holywell-street ; J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black, 
friar’s road; Gilbert, Paternoster Rcw; Shaw and Wilson- 
7, Bridges Street, Covent Garden; andall Booksellers and 
Newsvendors. 
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